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ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-31-04 

 
 
TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 

 ALL FOOD STAMP COORDINATORS 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: FOOD STAMP PROGRAM RESTAURANT MEALS FOR THE 

HOMELESS, ELDERLY, AND DISABLED 
 
REFERENCE:  7 CFR 274.10, 7 CFR 274.12, 7 CFR 278.1 
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide the counties with information regarding the 
option, as allowed in federal regulation, to implement a restaurant meals program that 
would enable homeless, disabled and elderly food stamp households to use food stamp 
benefits in order to purchase meals at participating restaurants. San Francisco County's 
pilot program has been in full operation since March 2003. 

  
The attached State regulations were effective May 1, 2004.  Any interested county 
can submit to the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) a proposal 
requesting approval to implement a restaurant meals program. The key component 
of the proposal will be the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to be used  
with participating restaurants detailing obligations of both the county and the 
restaurant.  Such obligations for both parties have been itemized in an MOU in use 
by San Francisco County which is provided with this letter as a sample for your 
use. 
 
General responsibilities for the county include: 
 

• Certifying homeless, elderly and disabled recipients of food stamps as 
eligible to purchase low cost meals with food stamp benefits in restaurants 
which have entered into MOU's with the county for this purpose. 

 
• Identifying households entitled to participate in the program for the use of 

food stamp benefits at authorized restaurants.     
 

• Informing those recipients of the names and addresses of participating 
restaurants.  
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The MOU must contain a requirement that the restaurant provide low cost or 
discount meals during regular hours to eligible homeless, elderly or disabled 
persons.  Low cost meals are defined as meals that cost less than what would be 
charged to customers not using food stamp benefits.  Discounted meals are 
defined as meals already offered to certain consumers or advertised special or sale 
priced meals offered to all consumers. On CDSS' approval of the county's draft 
MOU, the county must execute an MOU with each restaurant.  The county must 
issue an identification card to each eligible recipient that has on it the person's 
name, case number, expiration date and signature. 

 
Each restaurant must agree to abide by all rules and regulations of the U.S.  
Department of Agriculture (USDA) for food stamp acceptance and redemption.  
Any restaurant that wishes to enter into a contract with the county must submit to 
USDA an Application for Authorization to Participate in the Food Stamp Program 
for Communal Dining Facilities (FNS-252-22) and the restaurant must notify the 
county when it receives authorization of its application.  Further information is 
available at www.fns.usda.gov/fsp/retailers.  

 
A county must submit to CDSS a draft identification card for the eligible recipients of the 
restaurant meals program.  Additionally a county must submit draft outreach information 
to advertise the restaurant meals program to the restaurant community and to the 
eligible recipient community including information on standards and availability. CDSS 
approval of a restaurant meals program will be contingent upon receiving all required 
information. 
 
CDSS and the State Electronic Benefit Transfer Project are in the process of developing 
a unique identifier that will enable any participating restaurant to identify eligible 
recipients. When the statewide identifier is implemented later this year, counties will no 
longer need to issue county-specific identification cards. 
 
San Francisco County has offered to share materials and provide information on 
this program and their experiences in its initiation and operation. Please contact 
Ylonda Calloway at (415) 558-4153. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ellen O'Connor at (916) 653-5420.   

  
Sincerely, 
 

 
RICHTON YEE, Chief 
Food Stamp Branch 

 
Attachments 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/fsp/retailers













	signed by: Original Document Signed By:


